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THE SEASONS
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THE PRIMITIVE JOURNEY

Let us go back in imagination to an age for which our records
are sparse, when men stood beneath an open sky and observed the

movements of the sun and moon and stars. Let us stand on that
earlier Earth and watch the flights of birds, the coloring of
leaves, the paths of clouds and storms. Let us follow the

sprouting of plants and the birth of animals, their coming to
maturity and fulfillment, and their return to the Earth. Let us
measure the cycles of light and darkness of growth and decay and
ponder their periods of ease and of stress. Let us note our moods
of anticipation and frustration, assurance and anxiety, euphoria
and depression. Let us put all in juxtaposition and hear what the
Earth is saying to us. '

We see the sun moving south, the days shortening, darkness
encroaching. We feel anxious, we bring in the crops and the
cattle, we seek enclosure and the intimacy of protected places. We
simulate the hibernation of nature as much as we can. But along
with our drawing inward, we also begin to anticipate a change.

Something wonderful is soon to occur. We wait and we watch.
Suddenly we are no longer anxious. We somehow know all is to be
well. We rejoice, brighten the fires and share our confidence

through a joyful celebration. The sun is moving north. We leave
our enclosed places and go about the countryside. The sprouts push
up into the 1light and air. Again we rejoice. The Earth is
renewed. The days lengthen, the air becomes warm and we cannot
resist joining with new and young life in celebration of being.
The crops mature, we bring together the first fruits. We are
grateful but not quite sure how to express our gratitude. The sun
is again moving south and we feel exposed. The remembrance of all
that is past gives us pause to reflect on deeper things. Other
beings and other worlds seem to be near. The order of things as we
have become accustomed to them seems threatened. We light fires to
stave off the unknown. We see the sun moving south, the days
shortening, darkness encroaching. We feel anxious....



THE JOURNEY OF THE YEAR

An Ecumenical Progject

The Four -Phases of Time:

The past, which is the focus at Midsummer, the
season of disolving.
the focus at Yom Kippur, the time of
atonemént,
the focus at M{chaelmass, the time of
the harvest,
the focus at Thanksgiving, the time of
summarization of the year.

The Present, which i1s the focus of the Resurection
of Easter and of Pentacost

The Future, which i1s the focus of Advent Nur Years

7
The Eternal, which is the focus of Christmas

C%“%””pt%hmyy and the Transfiguration

Each season/period focuses on one of the aspects of time.

Carnival:

"Speak of the Devil'", Know your Enemy
You not only become what you love, you also become
what you hate. ‘
This is also the time to study the important differences

between monotheism and henotheism.

What is it that can be recorded and stored in memory for recall?

It is the factual experience, the thinking experience

What is it that cannot be recorded and stored in memory and

recalled only in iwn part through drama and great
literature? Thic is the dimension of affect

or of feeling.
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THE SKY JOURNEY gL , THE EARTH JOURNEY

THE QUTER ' THE Z0DIAC THE SEASONS
JOURNEY - ‘

(VISIBLED

THE TNNER 2. 4. ASTROLOGBY ' J. of tﬁe A\
JOURNEY '
(INVISIEBLE)

THE SKY: CYCLES OF THE ROTATIONS AND REVDLUTIDNS

or THE EARTH, MOON QND SUN.

THE EARTH: RHYTHMS OF THE SEASONS OF BIRTH, GROWTH,
FRUITION AND DEATH
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CYCLES AND RHYTHMFS BECOME THE TWIN DRAGONS OF OUTER CHANGE

THE OUTER: THE FHYSICAL WORLD-~SFACE-TIME-MATTER
FRIMARIES: ENERGY, INFORMATION, FIRST IMFULSE
HERE/ THERE NOW/LATER

THE INMNER: THE FSYCHIC WORLDS

HAVE THEIR OWN FRIMARIES SIMILARITY; TURNING
HAVE THEIR OWN SFACE AND TIME g

EVERYWHERE /NOWHERE ALWAYS/NEVER
THE SEY RELIGIONS OF THE SFIRIT ‘CARRY IN OUR HEARTS®
: SEY HARMONY WHAT WE BELIEVE -——& MAKES REALITY
THE EARTH RELIGIONS OF MATTER ‘DUST TO DUST

EARTH HARMONY  WHAT WE DO ~-> CHANGES REALITY
(cf Quantum Mechanics)?
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Modern Western religions are all Sky Religions
Ecosophy would be an Earth Religion.
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The Journey of the Year is composed of seasons and festivals.
Its seasons, 1like the traditional seasons of Spring, Summer, Autumn
and Wintern,, are determined by the annual, th of,the sun. The dates”
%filegj ?c:%n# ’\sﬁ%Z%i”é%én% of" thgtec'35&4%%%%k%ﬁ%ﬁeogrqo@6r io'qtir
Golden Ratio. Through the Journey of the Year the activities and the
moods of 1ife on Earth can be seen as being part of a complex pat-
tern originating in the cosmic relations between +the sun and the ) Devro
earth, (and to a lesser extent, the moon). if H 727
o YN
Th o

THE INNER SEASONS

The outer seasons are the result of the annual apparent movement
of +the sun from south to north and back to south again. In the
second century B.C. the Graeco-Egyptian astronomer Hipparchus
defined and measured the seasons as we know them today. Spring began
when the sun crossed the celestial equator on its annual northward
journey on or about the 21st of March. Summer began when the sun
reached the northernmost point of its path about June 22nd. Autumn
began when the sun recrossed the equator going south about September
21, and Winter began at the moment of extreme southerness of the
path on or near December 22nd. We realise that the seasons of Hip-
parchus are not in best accord with the thermal and climatic
seasons, but since their phase relation to expected temperature and
climatic changes has remained about the same over the years, we have
found his system to be most useful.

But the annual motion of the sun in the sky is not just a simple
excursion from south to north and back again. The sun also moves
back and forth in an east-west direction, a motion hidden from us by
the west to east rotation of the earth. If we could view the annual
path of the sun unobscured by the effects of the rotation of the
earth, we would see a giant figure eight in the sky extending from
23 degrees south of the equator to 23 degrees north of the equator
and having an east-west width of some 7 degrees. This figure eight
is called the "analemma" and would be the image of the sun’s path on
a photograph of the sky exposed at exactly the same clock time every
day for a year.

Hipparchus oadopted as the key markers for the seasons the north
and south extremes, called the solstices, and the two half way
equatorial crossings, called the equinoxes. But when we look at the
analemma, we see that there are additional key markers and that the
year is seasonally more rich and more subtle than we customarily
regard it. Just as the equator divides the north and south, there
is a line that divides the east and the west. When the sun is on
the north-south equator, the 1length of day and night are equal.
When the sun is on the east-west "equator", clock time and sun-dial
time are the same. This happens four times a year, on April 15th,
June 14th, September 2nd and December 25th. These four dates are
our east-west "equinoxes". There are also four east-west
"solstices™". These occur on February 12, May 15th, July 27th and
November 4th.

The relation between the earth’s climate and the north-south

positions and motions of the sun is fairly well understood. What we
shall call the outer seasons are attributable to the amount of sun-
light falling on each square foot of the earth’s surface. This is
determined both by the length of the day, short in winter and long
in summer, and the angle between the sun and the earth’s surface,
small in winter and large in summer. But what is the relation be-
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tween the earth and the east-west positions and motions of the sun?
Are there possibly east-west "seasons" in addition to the well
recognized ones? In searching for an answer to this question we can
begin by asking what is physically changing when the sun moves
east or west?’

The answer lies in the length of the day. When the sun is
moving east it rises later each morning. This has the effect of
dilating or expanding the essential unit of time. When the sun 1is
moving west it rises sooner each morning, shrinking or compacting
the day. This phenomenon is similar to what is known as "jet-lag".
When one flies east the sun is encountered sooner, the unit of time
is compacted. When one flies west the day is dilated, {note that
flying east corresponds to the sun moving west and vice versa).
While jet-lag is a large compaction or expansion of the day taking
place in a few hours, the east-west motions of the sun involve very
small compactions or expansions of the day, but the process takes
place over a period of weeks. We should consequently expect the ef-
fects to be, not physically debilitating like jet-lag, but of a more
subtle nature, gently modifying our moods and feelings.

That there is a close tie between our feelings and moods and our
physical circumstance and environment was remarked by Aristotle and
has been elaborated by poets, philosophers and psychologists ever
since. It is this tie that has made the seasons a center piece of
all art with the mood of each month and season captured in painting,
music, and literature. Is it possible to make some concrete connec-
tions between these seasonal moods and the corresponding physical
states that prevail? Let us consider two: How do we respond to
darkness and the increase of darkness? And how do we respond to
continuing postponements and delays?
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SEASONS AND FESTIVALS
The vyear of the seasons is the interval of time which the

sun requires to make a complete circuit of the sky, vernal
equinox to vernal gquinox, springtime to springtime. Four key

events occur in this year: 1) The sun’s crossing of the
equator going north on or about the 21st of March, called the
vernal equinox, taken as the beginning of spring. 2) The sun’s

attaining its maximum northerly position on or about the 22nd of
June, called the summer solstice, taken as the beginning of
summer. 3) The sun’s crossing of the equator going south on or
about the 21st of September, called the autumnal equinox, taken
as the beginning of autumn. &) The sun’s attaining its maximum
southerly position on or about the 22nd of December, called the
winter solstice, taken as the beginning of winter.

The world of nature, the world of weather, plants and
animals, is closely guided by the seasons. The seasons not only
carry changes in light and dark, warmth and cold,  but also
changes in mood and feeling, changes in what might be termed the
quality of time. For these reasons, since prehistoric times the
seasons have been marked, measured  and celebrated. The
ritualistic observance of the solstices and equinoxes, the
beginnings and ends of the seasons, was the basis for both the
religious and economic life of most primative peoples. Through
the centuries pagan cultures enhanced their rituals of the annual
cycle. Their calendars became increasingly sophisticated, with
many supplementary sacred dates .being added to the solstices and
equznons. Mgi’fX”ﬁ?" h ?’ !nwr%ﬁgc€ﬁﬁ cﬁn%;gzed itself
adept at adopting and adapting these pagan festivals, relabeling
them and gradually modifying their emphases. However, in this
process, there was an inate wisdom that understood, whatever the
label, there was a special significance to the dates themselves,
and these must not changed. The same wisdom also saw that
places that had been recognized by pagans as sacred were sacred
and though a church might replace a grove or temple, the
selection of locations for places of worship was not an arbitrary
matter.

O0f particular meaningfulness to us, because of their
influence on our present calendar, are the festivals of the
“Celtic peoples who inhabited Britain, Ireland, Wales and much of
western Europe in pre-Roman times. The Celts had established an
elaborate set of annual rituals associated with the solstices and
equinoxes and with four additional days, known as cross-quarter
days, all with vestiges in our present calendar.

Refering to the Table I, Bridgit or Imbolc, the cross-

quarter day of mid-winter, celebrated on February 2, was
dedicated to the Triple Goddess Brigit who represented the three
phases of womanhood--maiden, mother, and crone. The Church

took this as the date of the Purification of the Virgin or the
Presentation in the Temple, or Candlemas but retained February 2.

Eostar, the Celtic celebration of Spring on the vernal
equinox, was dedicoted to the Goddess of the Dawn, taken by the



We can glimpse in these Celtic yearly festivals not only
their appropriateness to such activities as agriculture and
animal husbandry, but their important injunctions toward making
all activities compatible with the psychological quality of each
season. As industrialization and urbanization decouple a culture
from the natural world, the injunctions of the seasons become
less important for most non-agricultural activities. But the
moods and feelings of the seasons remain to puzzle and confound
us. In believing time has no quality but duration, we ignore the
experience of those who lived close to nature and learned to live
with nature. No amount of technology nor urbanization will ever
insulate us from the earth and its rhythms, we either harmonize
with them or pay the price.
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PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SUBJECTIVE ASPECTS OF THE SEASONS

1) The north/south motion of the sun effects the physical or horizontal state of the earth
or body. This motion is continuous with the immediate physical effects of:

brightening and darkening
warming and cooling

These physical actions have the following physical and psychological effects:

activation and hibernation

stimulation and calming

relating and withdrawing

rising disillusion and rising anticipation

diffusing and centering ,
widening field and narrowing field
opening up and closing in
spreading and focusing
miniaturization and magnification

2) The east/west motion of the sun effects the spiritual or vertical state of the earth or
body. This motion has discrete aspects. Its immediate physical attributes are:

expanding and contracting
slowing and speeding
toward balance and away from balance

These physical actions have the following physical and psychological effects:

inspiration and depression

active and passive

vertical relating and vertical withdrawal

higher consciousness and lower consciousness _
withdrawal and participation S\ A D ,

3) Motion toward/away from temporal balance (e = 0)
withdrawal and participation '

4) Motion parallel to temporal balance (pure north/south)
Make believe, alternative worlds

W~5
IRIS
TENS o



the natural divisions in the fundamental cycle of the year.
for the year,
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THE SEASONS AND THEIR HARMONICS

The physical seasons--Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter--are

But

as with many other cycles, an accurate description

must include not only the fundamental, but higher harmonics. In

the

1.

some of the

case
those manifested in the analemma,
important
cultural traditions of many societies.

of the year,

clues

the most important higher harmonics are
whose examination reveals many
to the ’psychological seasons’ contained in the
To illustrate this TABLE

displays relationships between properties of the analemma and

countries.

DATE

DEC
224
AUG
227
MAR
225
NOV
225
JUN
225
JAN
221
SEP
225
APR
225
NOV
221
JUL
221
FEB
229
SEP
227
MAY
225
DEC

25

21

14

25

16

27

12

29

14

25

ANALEMMA

e=0 E,de max E
d2e max W
dec=0 N

(e max W)

e=0, E

(aphelion)
e max E
(ddec max S)

e 2nd max W

important festivals

TABLE 1.
SECULAR
CHRISTMAS
HIROSHIMA
1st DAY SPRING
(HALLOWEEN)

FLAG DAY

(LABOR DAY)
INCOME TAX
( THANKSGIVING)
( INDEPENDENCE)

LINCOLN

celebrated

in many Western

ECLESIASTICAL

CHRISTMAS

TRANSFIGURATION

ANA-EASTER

ALL SAINTS
B29-379

ST BASIL

CONV ST PAUL

ANA-ADVENT

ANA-LENT

MICHAELMAS

ANA-PENTACOST

o,,@/l/ Orcel FParHees :
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One of the most astonishing properties of the analemma is
the presence of the Golden Ratio in its basic structure. The
analemma has a figure-eight form with the property that the
length of the northern loop is to the length of the southern loop

as the length of the southern loop is to the entire year. In
other words, the cross-over point divides the year in the Golden
Ratio. This is the more remarkable because the structure of the

analemma depends on the value of the obliquity of the ecliptic
and the eccentricity of the earth’s orbit and these parameters
vary with periods of many tens of thousands of years. So the
property of the analemmic division of the year by the Golden
Ratio 1is peculiar to our own times and makes the present period
in history one that is unique.

But the Golden Ratio is not only manifested in the location
of the cross-over date, it is intricately interwoven into the
structure of the entire analemma. Specifically, if we select one
of the critical dates on the analemma as an initial point, and
advance through the year in steps containing the same number of
days as the large loop, a remarkable set of dates is encountered
consisting of important religious and secular holidays as well as
other critical days on the analemma. This is the set given in
Table 1.

Now the number of days in the large loop 1is equal to the
length of the tropical year (365.2422 days) times the value of
the Golden Ratio (0.618034) which equals 225.732 days, a non in-
tegral quantity. Because of such fractional parts, calendric
constructions must frequently contain insertions and deletions of
*leap days’ in order to preserve the consistency of the length of
the basic cycle of the year. For reasons of commensurability,
TABLE 1. 1is based on the Fibonacci 8:13 approximation to the
Golden Ratio. This approximation, using an average step of
224.61 days instead of the Golden Ratio value gives the dates of
13 major festivals and repeats itself in an eight year cycle.

Enclosure of an entry in parenthesis indicates that the date
is not the exact date. For example, the maximum daily change in
declination occurs on September 26 some years and September 27 on
others and Halloween is October 31 not November 1. But most of
the alterations in date have to do with the fact that the day is
defined in such a way that it does not fall on the same calendric
date each year. For example Labor Day is the first Monday in
September and Thanksgiving is the last Thursday in November.

But even less traditional is the revision in definition of
festivals that are based on ancient lunar calendars--the so
called ’moveable feasts’. Faster and those days whose dates are
derived from it are primary examples. The prefix ’ANA-’ is used
to relabel a day based on a solar redefinition of a traditional
lunar festival. Traditionally Easter is the first sunday after



the first Pascal full moon occurring after +the vernal equinox.
If we leave out the full moon and take the date of Easter as the
first sunday after the vernal equinox, we obtain the festival
designated ANA-EASTER, and from this date ANA-PENTACOST, ANA-ASH
WEDNESDAY etc. are derived by the usual rules.
Details are given in the TABLE 2.

‘TABLE 2.
TRADITIONAL ANA REDEFINITION
Ash Wednesday -40 Feb4-Marlo Feb4-Febl0 or nearest Febl2
Easter Mar22-Apr25 Mar22-Mar28
Ascension +40 Apr30-Jun3 Mayl-May7 or Mayl
Pentacost +49 Mayl0-Junl3 May10-Mayl16 or Maylb

Corpus Christi +61 May22-Jun25 May22-May28 or May23

It must be emphasized, however, that +the lunar Easter
derived from Pesach or the Passover of the Hebrews is not the
only tradition on which Easter is based. The Celtic peoples had
a spring festival called Eostar dedicated to the Goddess of the
Dawn. This festival was always celebrated on the day of the Ver-
nal Equinox, and is the source of the word Easter used in English
and some other languages. Nor is the presence of the Golden Sec-
tion novel to the liturgical calendar of Christians. The Druids
celebrated eight annual festivals, the two solstices, the two
equinoxes, and the four days following them as determined by the
Golden Section. These relationships are summarized in TABLE 3.

TABLE 3
February 1 Bridgit Litha + 224days
March 21 Eostar
May 1 Beltane Mabon + 222days
June 22 Litha
August 1 Lammas Yule + 223days
September 21 Mabon
November 1 Samain Eostar + 22b5days
December 21 Yule

Most of these festivals have survived to modern times,
though with altered names and forms. Bridgit has becone
Candlemas or The Presentation celebrated on February 2. Eostar
has become Easter. Beltane is still celebrated as May Day, Litha
as Midsummer, and Samain as Hallows or All Saints Day, while Yule
has moved over to December 25th and become Christmas. Mabon and
Lammas on the other hand have no modern counterparts although
Mabon might be considered as the predecessor of Michaelmas.

A second cycle of 13 festivals generated over eight years by



means of the Golden Ratio complements the cycle given in TABLE 1.
The new cycle is symmetrically placed in the year with respect to

3

the first cycle. Each of the corresponding pair of dates are
separated from one another by one-half year. This cycle is

listed in TABLE 4.

TABLE 4.

DATE ANALEMMA " SECULAR ECLESIASTICAL

JUN22 d@;:g”ﬁ’dec max N MIDSUMMER ’1?T7=ﬁ%4 /bT FEHT PHFETT )
228

FEB2 GROUND HOG DAY PURIFICATIONf BRIpEF T
227

SEP17 de max W o Elevsiniam Mystres  etipfort

216 ‘
MAY1 MAY DAY BELTANE

22¢ , ‘
DEC13 ST. LUCIA ¢ frciz Ourlady of Gradalvpe
22¢ v

JuLa27 e 2nd max E

224
MARS

224

0CT18 ST. LUKE

228
MAY31 VISITATION ¢

230

JANG (perihelion) EPIPHANY

22

AUG1&5 ASSUMPTION .

224
MAR2KZ? de lud wnax W ANNUNCIATION @

228
NOV7 OCTOBER REV

117

JUN22
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THE GREAT DEMOCRATIZING, EGALITIZINB, HOMOBERNT Z ING

_ The mountains have been leveled, the valleys have been
filled and there exists only a monotonous plain, every place has
becoms like every other place, every time has becoms like every
other time, the unigque, the special, the sacred have been
obliterated. This is not only the work of the Second Law, it is
the work of the revolutions of the enlightenment——or perhaps more
accurately, the Second Law working through the revolutions of the
enlightenment ’

In more detail this has been effected with the aid of
technology. The advent of lighting with electricity eliminated
the differnce between day and night. Air conditioning and
central heating mitigated the essences of the seasons and what
the automobile has wrought in ow psyches is too pervasive and
wbiguitous to even be perceived. Another technology allows us to
have New Zealand strawberries on our tables in mid-winter and for
a price to have any fruit in any season.  But what technology
began ow modes of urbanization extended. The structure of owr
cities has removed us from the rhythms of natwe and the layers
of concrete and asphalt that we have laid down to physically
insulate us from the ground well serve to symbolize the barrier
that separates us spiritually from the earth.

What we have done to space we have also done to time.
Starting perhaps with a distaste for blus laws, we began a
campaign to desacrilize the week. The uniqueness of the seventh
day has dissppeared. Festivals have been removed from their
historic places, frequently relabeled, and sacrificed to the
cultural primacy of "the long weekend’'. Only to mention one,
Armistice Day, selected for the 11lth how of the 1lth day of the
1ith month as a solemn symbolic reminder of ow place in time
with respect to human future and the natwe of war, now relabled
and constantly reshuffled in date to lengthen the weehkends.

Having smoothed out the ssasonal oscillations of the
vear has perhaps given us some feeling of immunity to the laws of
planetary change. But over. a.,longer timespan owr efforts to
overcome change have rendered us more valnerable to change. We
have mistaken the artificial world of our creation for reality
and have compe to view the Earth as but a resowce to feed our
cultural whif®Y But in ignoring and violating the context in
which we have ouwr being we have cut the arteries of ouw spiritual
nurtwe and find that ow most strenuous efforts to continue owr
fallacies are failing to sustain them.



The intertwined twins of celestial cycles and
terrestial rhythms are the vehicles of all change. They are
central to the processes of learning, growth, evolution and
transformation. They cannot be controlled, they cannot be
manipulated. But they will carry those who tune to their
movemsnt to new realms of mind and spirit. Those who will
submit their wills to the wisdom of the seasons will know the
time to eat and the time to digest, the time to act and the time
to reflect, the time to initiate and the time to receive.  Thay
will wunderstand why there is a season of Joy and and a season of
sadness, a season of assuwrance and & season of anxiety, a season
of elation and a season of depression. They will know the value
of all and not seek to violate the season of guiet with contrived
revelry, nor attdmpt to force time to eliminate from its cycles
those portions thay wish not to face.
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The Journey of the Year is composed of seasons and festivals.
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Its seasons, like the traditional seasons of Spring, Summer, Autumn
and Winter, are determined by the annual path of the sun. The dates
of its festivals, while in accord with tradition, derive from sub

divisions of the year made by the Divine Proportion or Golden Ratio.
Through the Journey of the Year the activities and the moods of life
on Earth can be seen as being part of a complex pattern originating
in- the cosmic relations between the sun and the earth, (and to a
lesser extent, the moon).

THE INNER SEASONS
The outer seasons are the result of the annual apparent movement
‘ of the sun from south to north and back to south again. In the
second century B.C. the Graeco-~-Egyptian astronomer Hipparchus
defined and measured the seasons as we know them today. Spring began
when the sun crossed the celestial equator on its annual northward
journey on or about the 21st of March. Summer began when the sun
reached the northernmost point of its path about June 22nd. Autumn
began when the sun recrossed the equator going south about September
21, and Winter began at the moment of extreme southerness of the
path on or near December 22nd. We realise that the seasons of Hip
parchus are not in best accord with the thermal and climatic
seasons, but since their phase relation to expected temperature and
climatic changes has remained about the same over the years, we have
found his system to be most useful.

But the annual motion of the sun in the sky is not just a simple
excursion from south to north and back again. The sun also moves
back and forth in an east-west direction, a motion hidden from us by
the west to east rotation of the earth. If we could view the annual
path of the sun unobscured by the effects of the rotation of the
earth, we would see a giant figure eight in the sky extending from
23 degrees south of the equator to 23 degrees north of the equator
and having an east-west width of some 7 degrees. This figure eight
is called the "analemma" and would be the image of the sun’s path on
a photograph of the sky exposed at exactly the same clock time every
day for a year.

Hipparchus adopted as the key markers for the seasons the north

‘ and south extremes, called the solstices, and the two half way
equatorial crossings, called the equinoxes. But when we look at the
analemma, we see that there are additional key markers and that the
year 1is seasonally more rich and more subtle than we customarily
regard it. Just as the equator divides the north and south, there
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One of the traditions preserved and invigorated by Augustus in his efforts to
revive the spirit of old Rome was the Feast of the Saturnalia. He designated
.‘ee days—--December 17,18,19-- as legal holidays, although the celebration
self lasted seven days. It was an ancient festival first observed, according

to Livy, just after the battle of Lake Regillus in496 B.C. Whatever its

earlier nature may have been, in later years it became a celebration of
brotherhood and good will, and for these few days the slave could regard
himself as the equal of his master.

The Saturnalia began on the morning of the 17th with sacrifices in the open air
by the Forum in front of the temple to Saturn. An outdoor banquet followed in
which slaves sat down first and were served by senators and partricians. The
slaves feasted and drank and enjoyed themselves with out a word of reproach,
and not until they had finished were the tables cleared and set for the
patricians. The distinctions between slave and free were abrogated; slaves
neglected their ordinary duties, wore the pilleus, the badge of freedom, and
spoke as they pleased without restraint. The succeeding days were given over to
private celebrations, visits to friends and the exchange of gifts. All classes
surrendered themselves to the spirit of the occasion, and crowds thronged the
public places, filling the air with the traditional greeting, "Io Saturnalia".
This temporary annulment of class distinctions, recalling an age when there had
been no differences to social rank, expressed better than words a conviction of
the unjust and artificial nature of social inequality.

Created: 1/4/90 Modified: Reminder:
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AUGUST

Grumblingly the billowy host assembled in answer to the Air
God’s insistant summons. Towering cloud anvils borne on flat
dark slivers sailed shiplike before the wind. Bright gaps of
blue, washed pillows of white, misty sheets of gray merged as
dark diffused with 1light. A flash from deep within a dark cloud
cave hurled a hidden barrel rumbling across the cloud roof. Then
all fell quiet. A great symphony was about to begin. The Air God

raised his baton, a faint breeze, moving wisps. Then came the
first drops, large yet unsure, followed by a brief calm while
they waited more definite orders. The command to continue came
with a crash. The myriad lesser ranks of drops charged in ever

increasing numbers, their crescendo inspiring a leafy chorus of a
capella harmony between heaven and earth. Then accompanying the
struggle of dark and light, the heavy bass of the Fire God began

its act. A cloud cavern split and hurled a flash arching the
entire sky. A resounding crack in response and the battle was
joined. Théﬁﬁ%V@?ﬁs opened and closed flashing and roaring. The

drops sped their fall bludgeoning the earth into soggy submission.

The first movement had belonged to the Air God, the second
to the Fire God, but now new tones joined the symphony as the
Water God played a multitude of melodies--counterpoints of
rushing, swirling, gushing, splashing. Soon the liquid harmonies
drowned all others, both Air and Fire fell silent 1listening.
Without their support the drops again became diffident and after
some uncertainty took council to withdraw. But Water continued
the third movement with subdued melodies--babbling, gurgling,
bubbling, dripping. Then the Earth God mounted the podium and
conducted the 1long fourth and final movement--the sounds of
silence.
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SPRING AND AUTUMN RAIN

Today it is raining and I have brought a chair to
the window to do something I rarely take time to do—-
just to sit and watch the raoin, look at the world as it
is and try to see what is actually there. It has often
been repeated: "The world is a stage...™ But a line
missing in the original quotation that seems needed
today would say, "and many are the plays simultaneously
being enacted." First, there is the human drama. I
see bundled children waiting for the school bus; ill
advised motorists speeding through rivulets and ponds
throwing spray and showers on all about; mod young
ladies hurrying through the rain worrying about their
skirts and boots. But other actors are present playing
out the scripts of different dramas. A crow braves an
approaching pedestrian to remain engaged with a reluc-
tant morsel while a colleague caws warning crys. Small
birds fly to hidden refuges under eaves. Other small
creatures disappear into the protection of some
paraworld that lies beyond our ken. But a grander
drama than that being acted by cars or crows is being
played by the earth’s primal elements.

A symphonic communication is taking place between
the greens of the earth and the grays of the sky. A
wide spectrum of green ranging from the pale almost
yellow of new growth to the black-green of aged pines
is orchestrated with a rich chromatic counterpoint of
the darkenings and brightenings of the grays in the
sky. The melodic exchanges between earth and sky occur
on frequencies which we can only indirectly sense, but
whose presence is manifested in all the little random
motions caused by the raindrops. The restrained vibra-
tions of living things, trembling with their inner
joys, convey the holy message that the whole world is
alive.

The gray darkens. A wave of apprehension sweeps
through the air. The last bold birds disappear. Then
a stillness descends, a stillness of both peace and
anticipation--the same stillness that envelops the en-
tire earth as December’s annual darkness descends. And
then the heavens break forth and the falling drops turn
into liquid lines.

I have gone to the porch to be even closer to the
rain, There is grateful pleasure in being able to ex-
perience the essences of the rain without the physical
distractions of being cold and wet. Sometimes it is my
vision of an ideal existence after death to be able to
experience the beauties and essences of nature without



the physical burdens of cold, hunger and pain. But then
what is it that allows us to experience the beauties
and essences? It is the same sensitivity that brings
us the cold, the hunger and the pain.

The gray lightens. A wave of ambivalence sweeps
through the air. A bird with a berry briefly appears.
The pervading feeling of imminent change carries even
more uncertainty than when the sky darkens. As the
reverie of the rain is broken there is a sense of
regret and of returning responsibility. When the rain
ends the heavens will have put the ball back in my
court. I shall then have to return from the drama of
the storm to my own script.

But there is a final scene--the tiny flexings of
the blades and leaves diminish. The momentary motions
through which the great reservoir of life spills into
the visible world cease. The 1lilies stand rigid in
worshipful silence before their departing divinities.
Disheveled blossoms regain their composure and relish
the allure that the moisture has bestowed on them.
There are also those trees and bushes that have never
experienced the vanities permitted by blossoms. But
these have been compensated by a form that can best
display the ephemeral glories of the diamond droplets.
Both tree and ornaments glisten with a symbiotic splen-
dor that rivals any blossom.

The moods and themes of spring rain differ from
those of autumn rain. Spring rains focus on the ele-
ments that receive the rain--the trees, the grass, the
blooms and the soil itself. The theme of spring rain
is the explosive vitality surging to be released, a
vitality both assured and assuring, eager to savor its
most recent manifestation. A vitality confident that
this year it will do things better than have ever been
done before.

But the theme of the autumn rain is reflection.
The youthful exuberance diminishes as the expectations
of springtime are not met. In its place is a maturity
that can nonetheless recognize that much worth while
has been achieved. Hesitantly, this maturity begins to
perceive that all in all it is best that the expecta-
tions of springtime have not been met, for something
far more important that would have been missed can now
be glimpsed reflected in the pools of the autumn rain.

12



NOVEMBER

The sky must be gray.
The air cold and still
with the faint fragrance
of cedar smoke hanging
lightly over all.

The leaves moist
yet bright with the colors
- of Autumn--Gold, Orange, Red,
Yellow and Brown.

The wild geese passing
overhead in fluttering arrows
and long ribbons of wings.

The world pressing close to
that pgra=world where
the best ofﬁ all Autumns past
Tt has been preciously preserved.

To cross between the worlds
at this point in time would
be to cross into the highest
glory of all that is mortal.

This is the Harvest, when each
bequeaths its liftime’s work and
bestowes its valedictory fruits
upon those who shall carry the

seeds of renewal.

This is the celebration of
climactic achievement in which all
stand in solemn awe of each.

And Love manifests itself in /s
~its humble facet-¢f gratefulness.
Ygel
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DS EN
DS-Directory Sort, Version 3.88, (C) Copyright 1984, Peter Norton
C:\FONTS ... reading, sorting, writing, done.

C:\FONTS>DIR/N

Volume in drive C is HARDISK A
Directory of C:\FONTS

. .. DEMOCOR BWHLP BAT CLRHLP  BAT
SCR1 CLR SCR2 CLR SCR3 CLR DEMO EXE FONTGEN EXE
SFG EXE SFONTGEN EXE BANK18  FON BKM11 FON BKM14 FON

BKM24CAP FON BKMAN12B FON
BKMAN18P FON BKMAN18T FON
CASL14  FON COURR1E FON
DOT FON GAEL9 FON
KELLS9 FON MX18 FON MX9 FON MX9B
MX9M FON MX9MI FON CEC12 FON OEC16
OEC8 FON PC7 FON PC7N FON “RCSS?7 FON PCSS7R ON
PIG FON RULE12 FON SHIS14B FON SWIS18B FON SWIS18EN FON
SWIS180 FON SHIS26D FON TAYL18 FON TAYL18 TAYE9 FON
TAYL9B  FON TAYLIC FON SCR1 HLP HLP

65 File(s) 7536648 bytes free

BKMAN12I FON BKMAN12P FON BKMAN18N FON
BKMANSI FON BKMANSP FON
COURR9  FON COURR9B FON

GOTHSM  FON GOTHSMR FON

C:\FONTS>CD\KS4
C:\WS4>DIR/H

Volume in drive C is HARDISK A
Directory of C:\WS4

/
. .. README COI}'/ INTERNAL DCT MAIN DCT
PERSONAL DCT FONTABLE DOC README C WG EXE WINSTALL EXE
WS EXE Ws4 EXE WSCHANGE WSOKI EXE PATCH LST

MODEM LTR HWSCHANGE OVR WSMSGS / OVR KSPRINT OVR WSPRORIG OVR
WSSHORT OVR WSSPELL OVR WS3KEYS PAT WORDSTAR SAM EPTEST TST
PRINT TST BOCKS WS4 WSINDEX XCL EXTSET WS4

29 File(s) 7536648 bytes free

C:\WS4>LPN EXTSET.WS4

LP-Line Print, Version 3.88, (C) Copyright 1984, Peter Norton

"y

Printing EXTSET.NS4, page 1

EXTSET.WS4 Saturday, December 5, 1987 Page 1

.LQ ON

.CUW7

EXTSET.WS4

THIS IS A TEST FOR EXTENDED SET CHARACTERS

THE CIRCUMFERENCE OF A CIRCLE IS 2c¢c-R
THE AREA OF A SPHERE IS 4c-R929

gu = 2c- {-(23=0a937)/{=(G Mapa)
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EXTSET.WS4 Saturday, December 5, 1887 Page 1 -

.LQ ON

.CW7

EXTSET.WS4

THIS IS A TEST FOR EXTENDED SET CHARACTERS

THE CIRQUMFERENCE OF A CIRCLE IS 2cR
THE AREANDF A SPHERE IS 4cR2

g = 2¢ {(ao3)/{(G6 Mp)

C:\WS4>DIR/W

Volume in drive C is HARDISK_A
Directory of C:\WS4

. .. INTERNAL DCT MAIN DCT
PERSONAL DCT FONTABLE DOC READM DOC wC EXE WINSTALL EXE
WS EXE WS4 EXE WSCHANGE EXE SOKI EXE PATCH LST
MODEM LTR WSCHANGE OVR WSMZéS OVR ‘W' RINT OVR WSPRORIG OVR
WSSHORT OVR WSSPELL OVR WS3KEYS PAT WORRSTAR SAM EPTEST TST
PRINT TST BOOKS WS4 WSINDEX XCL EXTSET

29 File(s) 7536648 bytes free

README coM

C:\WS4>1pn extset.wsi

LP-Line Print, Version 3.94, ) Copyright 1984, Peter Nort
Printing EXTSET.WS4, page 1

Error writing output file

C:\WS4>del extset.wsh

C:\WSt>
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